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(54) IMAGE PROCESSOR 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily identify whether a 
concerned pixel is an image in a low- density area or not 
in simple configuration by detecting an edge part pixel 
positioned at the edge part of image by operating the sum 
of products between the respective image signals of local 
block composed of the concerned pixel and plural 
peripheral pixels with the concerned pixel as a center and 
filter coefficients for the specified number of total sum. 

SOLUTION: As a filter for edge detection at an edge 
detection circuit 3, a filter having the total sum of filter 
coefficients of -1* is used. A black-and- white inverter 
circuit 1 inverts the image signals inputted from an input 
terminal with an intermediate density value as a center 
and stores these image signals in a block memory 2 at 
256 levels (8 bits) of respective pixels. The edge 
detection circuit 3 finds the edge level of image signals 
stored in the block memory 2 through spatial filtering 
processing, and binarized edge information is provided 
as a feature value. From this feature value, an 
identification circuit 4 discriminates whether the 
concerned pixel in the block belongs to a photographic 
area or not. 
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